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Choice Hotels International Concludes its 69th Annual Convention,
Powering the Future of Franchise Ownership

Highlights include new food and beverage pilots for Comfort and Country Inn & Suites, new Ascend
Collection logo celebrating milestone of over 400 open hotels, and awards for top hotels

LAS VEGAS, May 6, 2025 /PRNewswire/ -- Last week, Choice Hotels International, Inc. (NYSE: CHH),
concluded its 69th Annual Convention. Over the course of three days, Choice Hotels showcased how its
growth, strategic investments, and innovation-first mindset continue to power the future of franchise
ownership by helping to drive revenue, reduce costs, and provide state-of-the-art tools for its hotel owners.
During the convention, the company announced the piloting of signature breakfast items for its Comfort
and Country Inn & Suites brands.

Choice also celebrated reaching the Ascend Collection's milestone of over 400 open properties worldwide
by unveiling a new logo that honors its pioneering legacy as the first soft brand and its commitment to
unique, personalized guest experiences.

Hotel owners also learned about Choice Hotels' ambitious ongoing investments to develop and implement
cutting-edge capabilities. These initiatives include empowering franchisees to manage rates more flexibly,
driving occupancy from small-to-mid-sized companies through a self-service travel management platform,
enhancing AI-ready digital marketing to attract and retain guests, and introducing an AI-infused group
travel system to optimize opportunities and respond to requests for proposals.

"The driving force of Choice Hotels' growth – what is truly Powering the Future – is a relentless focus on
enhancing hotel performance by helping them drive revenue up, operating costs down and making
running hotels easier through our best-in-class technology tools and systems," said President and CEO
Patrick Pacious.

In addition to talking about the key areas Choice Hotels is investing in the growth and performance of
hotels across its system, the franchisor also awarded and celebrated top-performing hotels.

Premier Award Winners

The Premier Legacy Award recognizes phenomenal and longstanding Choice hotel owners who have built
a true legacy with the company. The Premier Developer Award goes to Choice hotel owners who have
demonstrated an incredible commitment to development with Choice Hotels.

Gary and David Burton of the Burton Hotel Group (Premier Legacy Award): Based in Tulsa,
Oklahoma, Gary and his son David opened their first hotel in 2007 and have since opened a half-
dozen properties with Choice, including the Platinum Award-winning Sleep Inn & Suites in South
Tyler, Texas. David served as Chair of the Choice Hotels Owners Council (CHOC) from 2022 to
2023.
Jay Patel, Devesh Patel, Vince Patel and Nash Desai of Athena Hospitality Group (Premier
Developer Award): Based in Florence, Kentucky, Athena Hospitality Group has developed Choice
hotels across core, extended stay and upscale brands, including the Cambria at Nashville Airport —
the only Cambria with a swimming pool shaped like a guitar. Athena was recently awarded
agreements for nine WoodSpring Suites, including one that's now under construction in Baton
Rouge, Louisiana.

Lifetime Achievement Award

Toshio Muraki, Founder, Choice Hotels Japan: Last year, the Choice Hotels International family

http://www.prnewswire.com/


lost an esteemed member, the founder of Choice Hotels Japan and Greens Company Limited,
Toshio Muraki. Over more than half a century in hospitality — starting with the opening of the Shin
Yokkaichi Hotel in 1957 — Muraki built an incredible legacy of growth and partnership. In 2024,
Choice Hotels Japan grew to nearly 100 hotels, including the addition of 22 Comfort properties. In
recognition of his achievements and collaboration, Choice bestowed Muraki with a Lifetime
Achievement Award, which his son and current President and Director of Choice Hotels Japan,
Takeya Muraki, accepted on his behalf.

Best of Choice Winners

Every year, the best U.S. hotel from each brand and the best international properties are selected for Best
of Choice Awards. Demonstrating a commitment to superior guest service and operational excellence,
these hotels represent the very best Choice Hotels has to offer from across its wide-ranging portfolio of
brands.

Cambria Hotel Traverse City - Traverse City, Michigan
CH Boutique Hotel & Apartments, Ascend Hotel Collection - Tamworth, Australia
Clarion Congress Hotel Prague - Prague, Czech Republic
Clarion Inn Willow River - Sevierville, Tennessee
Clarion Pointe Marshall - Marshall, Texas
Comfort Hotel Jeddah King Road - Jeddah, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Comfort Inn & Suites Lynchburg Airport - University Area - Lynchburg, Virginia
Comfort Inn Hammond I-94 - Hammond, Indiana
Comfort Suites Olive Branch - Memphis South - Olive Branch, Mississippi
Country Inn & Suites by Radisson, Lewisburg, PA -  Lewisburg, Pennsylvania
Econo Lodge - Ortonville, Minnesota
Faranda Collection Barranquilla, a member of Radisson Individuals - Barranquilla, Colombia 
MainStay Suites Madison - Monona - Madison, Wisconsin
Quality Inn Ingleside - Corpus Christi - Ingleside, Texas
Quality Suites - Drummondville, Canada
Radisson Blu Belo Horizonte, Savassi - Belo Horizonte, Brazil
Radisson Hotel Guayaquil - Guayaquil, Ecuador
Radisson Hotel Nashville Airport  - Nashville, Tennessee
Rodeway Inn - Ainsworth, Nebraska
Sleep Inn Winfield - Teays Valley - Hurricane, West Virginia
Sommerro, Ascend Hotel Collection - Oslo, Norway
Suburban Studios Morgantown - Morgantown, West Virginia
The Gibson Hotel Great Falls, Ascend Hotel Collection - Great Falls, Montana
WoodSpring Suites Columbus Urbancrest - Grove City, Ohio

Subscribe to receive Choice Hotels news updates via email here.

About Choice Hotels®

Choice Hotels International, Inc. (NYSE: CHH) is one of the largest lodging franchisors in the world, with
over 7,500 hotels, representing more than 650,000 rooms, in 46 countries and territories. A wide-ranging
portfolio of 22 brands, from full-service upper upscale properties to midscale, extended stay, and economy
enables Choice® to meet travelers' needs in more places and for more occasions while driving more
value for franchise owners and shareholders. The award-winning Choice Privileges® rewards program
and co-brand credit card options provide members with a fast and easy way to earn reward nights and
personalized perks. For more information, visit www.choicehotels.com.
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